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officer's deductions from his study of military life in Japan. Here
Haushofer found a country of rare national unity, where the Japanese
was a faithful subject of his god-like emperor, and where the "geo-
political instinct" of the nation gave the government a free hand. No
Japanese cabinet, he noted enviously, had to contend with the "geo-
political shortsightedness" of political parties. The government stood
above the law, and parliament was a mere sounding-board of public
opinion. For years the rulers kept hammering away at the statement
that Japan had not enough space to feed her population; and this phrase
"became the leit-motif of their domestic policy/'
When in 1926 the present writer made a rapid survey of Japan he
was much puzzled by the large areas of land covered with unproductive
cane-grass, etc. Coming from arid Australia it was difficult to understand
this waste of well-watered land, especially as'there was unlimited labour
supply, and in the words of the Japanese "no land to spare." At no
time was he able to get a clear answer to his questions on this point,
If he had not been a scientist visiting at the government's invitation no
such questioning would have been tolerated.
To return to Haushofer. It appeared to him that the Japanese govern-
ment had been able to rally the nation behind a desirable imperialistic
policy on grounds which were in part actually non-existent. Moreover,
he was in Japan at the time when Korea was being annexed. Japan's
leaders had reached their objectives because they had seen the world
political situation as the reflection of geographical, national, racial,
religious, and many other factors. After this fashion Haushofer later
patterned the German geopolitical school. He returned to Germany,
fought in the Great War, and had no doubt as to the deeper causes of
the disaster of 1918. "Germany's leaders had stumbled into the war
completely unaware of its world-political connotations/'13
In 1919 Haushofer became Professor of Geography at the University
of Munich, and in 1924 he established, with a number of collaborators,
the Zeitschrift fiir Geopolitik. Partly as a result of his efforts, when
Hitler rose to power a decade later, all Germany was united in its de-
mand for living space (Lebensraum). Indeed Hess was a disciple of
Haushofer, and so Haushofer early became acquainted with Hitler.
A good deal of Geopolitik- will be found in the pages of Mem Kampf,
for the parallel between Japanese and Nazi rule is obvious. Haushofer,
however, was always a strong supporter of the Russo-German entente.
"Dorpalen, The World of General Haushofer.